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APC NEWS 
This issue 
contains re-
ports on ac-
tivities and 
meetings 
and an  
article on 
PL259 con-
nectors 

Man's desire to communicate still 
offers our best opportunity to 
achieve peace on earth and good-
will towards all mankind.  
William Halligan  (Founder of  
Hallicrafters) 
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Christmas is a Christian Festival that all can appreciate. 
 
Why not join your fellow Club members for a meal and a 
celebration of our mutual hobby?  All welcome. 
 
 

M&DRC 
CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP  

 
COMBINED CLUB ROOMS 

 
FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2017 

7: 30 TIL LATE. 

©  All material in this magazine is subject to Australian Copyright Laws.  Contact the editor if you wish to reproduce 
any of the contents. 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

and a  
HAPPY  

NEW YEAR 
to all. 
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BUILT SOMETHING? 

BEEN SOMEWHERE? 

Done something 

Interesting? 
Tell the Editor.  He needs materi-
al for the next issue of APC News.  
Please include pictures too. 
Email:  vk3apc@wia.org.au 

 

mailto:vk3apc@wia.org.au
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THE EDITORS DESK - Ron VK3AFW 

This our last issue for the year.  And I’m sure we all have experienced a 

flurry of activity as Christmas approaches.  I’ve certainly found this to be so 
and that’s my excuse for the lateness of publication,.  
We continue to have issues with our website but hopefully that well be re-
solved in the New Year. 
 
The Club needs to spend some time planning not just what we are to do 
next year but also how this will help grow membership.   

Attendances at meetings have been falling and our membership base is ei-
ther static or falling.  It seems that we have insufficient interested younger 

members who can propel the Club into the 21st Centenary.    Maybe the idea of a club is a concept 
whose time has passed?  Not having a President is a symptom of a club in trouble.   
 
So what can the Club do for a new member?  Please think about that. 

 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to you and your families. 
 

73,  
Ron, VK3AFW 
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THE EDITORS DESK - Post Script 

LATE AGAIN. 
This issue has been delayed so I have taken the opportuni-
ty to add a couple of current items rather than carry them 
over to the New Year.   
 
MISSING. 
I have also misplaced some photos from the talks by Joe 
and Julie and Murray.  My sincere apologies.  If they are 
located they will be published in the following issue 
 
CRYSTAL AVAILABLE. 
Please note that Colin still has about half of the crys-
tals listed in the last issue. 
 
73,  
 
Ron,  
VK3AFW 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

Nothing received at the time of going to press as we are currently without a President. 

 

WANTED 

A PRESIDENT 

Will chair committee 

meetings and help plan 

and run Club functions.  

May have had prior con-

victions experience as a 

manager.  May be look-

ing to gain experience as 

a manager. 

If seen apprehend and 

bring to the next commit-

tee meeting. 
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CW TUNE UP 

Back in July the Clubs 

resident CW Expert Pe-
ter VK3MV gave a work-
shop on improving your 
CW.  We had several 
visitors from other Clubs.   
 
Most of the attendees 
were not long term CW 
devotees but SOTA 
chasers and activators 
who had discovered the 
advantages of CW for 
QRP operation.  
 
Peter gave a short talk 
on CW which included playing some audio of good sending and sending under pressure – a 
sinking ship which claimed the life of the operator.   
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CW TUNE UP cont’d 

 
Attendees were then given some advice on set-
ting up their key.  The emphasis was on using 
straight keys.  Then came a check on our action.  
Some of us were “finger sending” and not flexing 
at the wrist.   And those of us who were using 
paddles were not rolling our lower arm. 
 
A sheaf of sending exercises was distributed and 
suitably chastened but also enthused we set 
about trying our new found knowledge..   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left.  Lee VK3GK has his action checked by Peter 
VK3MV 



 

APC NEWS Number 242 November December 2015                     www.mdrc.org.au Page 9 of 49 

CW TUNE UP cont’d 

Our President Ian VK3IFM cooked up some of his 
special sausages for lunch which were consumed 
with sauce and enthusiasm.  Some more practice 
and discussion of keys concluded the day.  
 
All who attended were very happy with their new 
knowledge  - maybe we can have a follow-up next 
year? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right:  Paul VK3DBP watches Tony VK3CAT adjust his 
KX3 
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE 

In September at our monthly meeting Joe VK3YSP and Julie 

VK3FOWL  gave an interesting presentation on their foray into 
high altitude balloon (HAB) experiments.  Their aim was to send 
a radio transmitter to the edge of space and to recover it, all for 
$50. 
 
Joe and Julie gave some background on regulations and what 
others had done.  A typical mission was described  and hard-
ware shown.  See following pages.    
 
A large effort  was required to develop software for the transmit-
ter control.  It provided a beacon signal for conventional tracking 
and telemetry.  An on board GPS was used to establish the 
height and position of the balloon. 
 
Their balloon was given the designation MG004.  The payload 
shown on the next page was only about 100 mm diameter. 
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE cont’d 
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE cont’d 
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE cont’d 

This is the bread-
board test set for the 
hardware.  The trans-
mitter desensitized 
the GPS receiver and 
a Quadrifilar antenna 
had to be used to 
minimize this. 
 
The hardware was 
repackaged to fit into 
the foam sphere to 
ameliorate the effect 
of very low tempera-
tures at high altitude 
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE cont’d 
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE cont’d 

Two HAB’s were 

launched at the 

same time.  

MTG004 actual 

flight path shown 

here was fairly 

close to the pre-

dicted path land-

ing a bit further 

north than ex-

pected..  MTG004 

is the blue track 

and MTG003 is 

the red track..  
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TO THE EDGE OF SPACE cont’d 

Right.  The payload 
of Joe and Julies 
balloon landed on a 
roadside near lake 
Eildon.  A perfect 
landing. 

 
All present  thor-
oughly enjoyed a 
professionally 
presented talk on 
a complex project 
that succeeded. 
 
Actual cost was 
$80. 
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LIGHTING THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPICS  

(WITH A LITTLE BIT OF RADIO) . 

On Friday 9
th
 October a small group was treated to an excellent 

talk by Murray Taylor VK3MJT.   Murray is a master of lighting 
(literally) and has had many years’ experience with the Mel-
bourne Theatre Company performing stage lighting.  2006 was a 
busy year for him as he was involved with the lighting for the 
Commonwealth Games in Melbourne and the Asian Games in 
Doha, 
 
Murray is also an occasional lecturer at RMIT University. 

Prior to any lighting program for large events there is always a lot 
of planning and Murray took us through some of the steps.  The 
International Olympic Committee has high standards so as much 
as possible was duplicated and where this was not practical ar-
rangements were made for a replacement.  For example if one of 
the control desks failed it was unplugged and pushed out of the 
way and a standby pushed into place and connected up.  It could 
be done in about 15 seconds.   Murray is a wizard with lights. 
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LIGHTING THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPICS  CONT’D 

Because of the limited space 
the faulty desk would be actually 
jettisoned over the edge of the 
balcony and suffer complete de-
struction.  No matter, the show 
must go on. 
 
Originally all lighting was done 
with incandescent lights and col-
or filters.  Incandescent lights 
can be dimmed which is an im-
portant parameter in lighting.  
Today for “small” lights LEDs 
are being used and gas dis-
charge lights for the larger ones.  
Shutters are used for dimming 
these.  The searchlight size 
lights are still incandescent 
types. 
In sporting arenas the lighting 
level is determined by the sensi-
tivity of the TV cameras rather  

Cathy Freeman lighting the Olympic Cauldron.  The lighting 

had to show her brightly but not wash out the flames. 
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LIGHTING THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPICS  CONT’D 

than what the athletes or per-
formers need. 
 
After the planning phase the 
equipment has to be installed 
and commissioned.  Finally the 
rehearsals and then the show.  
After that it all is dismantled and 
carried away for use on the next 
show.    At venues like the Mel-
bourne Concert Hall several dif-
ferent complete lighting systems 
may need to be installed tested, 
used and then removed in a 
day. 
 
A venue like the MCG may need 
a megawatt or even two mega-
watt of electrical power for the 
lighting. 

A display by Australian Horsemen required strong lighting.  

Some of the lights can be seen in the background. 
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LIGHTING THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPICS  CONT’D 

Not only must the lighting per-
son be an artist with a 
knowledge of what the perform-
ers are trying to project, but he 
needs to be a logistics expert 
and able to work with a range of 
people, from truck drivers to di-
rectors. 
 
It was an interesting talk sup-
ported with photos and tables of 
data to help give us an insight 
into lighting projects such as an 
Olympics. 
 
The little bit of radio?  Well Mur-
ray used some remote control to 
operate lights at some venues 
and he always monitored his 
site via his smart phone. 

A few of the vast number of powerful lights can be seen fitted 

to the structure above the seating at the Olympic Stadium 
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LIGHTING THE SYDNEY 2000 OLYMPICS  CONT’D 

In the last 15 years lighting has become increasingly more complex and more computer dependent 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS. 

Right: Ian with one of his WW2 Handi-Talkies. 

At our November meeting, Ian VK3XI 
brought along four of the ex-military radios 
he has restored to working order.  These 
were a pair of Classic BC611 handi-talkie 
made by Galvin (later by Motorola), a 
TRP1, a WS122, and a Racal Syncal 30.   
 
All were in working order with minimal 
cosmetic work, essentially just careful 
cleaning.   
 
The BC611 
They were developed as a transmitter-
receiver which was hand-held in the man-
ner similar to a telephone handset but 
weighing about 5.5 pounds (2.5kg). 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

Right: The “works” inside the  BC611.  Note the  large multi-contact switch for T/R.  

Many parts saw duty in both the transmitter and the receiver. 

It employed the newly developed seven pin battery valves of the time. 
These were the 1T4 1R5 1S5 and 3S4. It was designed to operate depend-
ing on terrain up to about 300 to 500 feet maximum however in more open 
areas it achieved about 1.5 km. 
 
The frequency coverage was between 3500 kc to 6000 kc. The sets were 
crystal locked on one of 50 design frequencies. Two crystals were required - 
one for transmit and one for receive. 

 
The sets were quite popular after the war, but became effectively useless 
when the batteries became unprocurable. 
 
The FT243 case crystals were highly sought after by amateurs for SSB fil-
ters to VHF rig control. 
 
It was mass produced from 1941 on and the number manufactured is uncer-
tain but it was at least 130,000. 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

TRP-1 Transmitter Receiver 
December 1949 
This battery valve set (see left) 
was manufactured by Pye In-
dustries in Melbourne.  It cov-
ered 2.7 to 7 MHz in two bands 
and used 1T4 and 1R5 valves in 
the receiver front end and 455 
kHz IF and a 1S5 detector and 
audio amplifier.  The audio out-
put tube was a 3V4.  The trans-
mitter PA was a pair of 3A5 
valves in parallel producing up 
to 2 watts. 
 
There was provision for one 
crystal controlled channel. 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

The WS 122. 

Photo by Ken VK3CEK 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

The WS 122 

The WS 12 was made by Radio Corp in Melbourne. As a man pack transportable transceiver 
for the Australian Army.  It used a separate vibrator power supply.   
 
It had two bands, 2 to 4 MHz and 4 to 8 MHz with provision for VFO or crystal control.  It was 
an attractive set for radio amateurs as it covered 80 m and 40 m without modification.. 
 

It was derived from the British No. 22 wireless set.  It weighed 15 kg.  On CW it had an RF out-
put of 12 to 14 watts. On AM 7 to 8 watts. The 122 was one of the few sets which had plate 
and screen modulation. 
 

The transmitter output tube was the famous 807. 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

The RACAL Syncal 30 TRA 931 

RACAL produced a large range of accessories for the basic transceiver, audio amplifier, AC 

power supply, linear amplifier, etc. 

The 931 is a versatile HF Transceiver that operates over the range of 1.6 - 29.999 MHz. The 
RX section works well down into Long Wave region with much reduced performance.  
 
Operating modes are USB, LSB, AM, and CW  
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

CW though is by means of a keyed 
1khz tone( A2). RF output power is 
around 20 W pep on SSB and CW 
and about 5 W on low power setting. 
Current consumption is about 4 
amps (continuous) on transmit high 
power, and approximately 250ma on 
receive. 
 
Frequency changing is by 5 decade 
switches giving a minimum step of 1 
kHz.   A sixth knob , marked 
"Search" gives continuous tuning be-
tween the 1 kHz setting. 

The set can operate with a wide range of antennas.  The loading coil is unusual (see above).  

Stranded copper wire is spooled off a metal drum onto a grooved ceramic former.  There are no 

losses due to roller contact resistance 
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RESTORATION OF SOME MILITARY RADIOS CONT’D. 

The TRA930 although heavier than say an FT817 is more efficient in its energy consumption 
and the extra output would be appreciated now the sunspot cycle is declining.   
 
Tuning up and down the band is a chore and to be avoided if possible.  Much operation in the 
field (SOTA, WWFF, IOTA, etc) however does not require this.  The set is also extremely rug-
ged.   
 
It weighs 5 kg although this increases to 11kgs (24lbs) with the battery pack, man pack and whip 
antenna. 
 
Repair of the synthesiser would also be confronting should it fail.  Prices today on Ebay are 
around the same as a new FT817. 
 
 
Ian’s presentation was an interesting progression of portable HF military radios over the last 70 
years. 
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OBIT.  DOUG DOWE VK3FDUG 

The M&DRC has lost another old timer and as with 

the passing of some others we again have lost a lot 
of oral history of Australian RADAR in WW2. 
 
Douglas George Dowe was born on 5

th
 December 

1923 and grew up on a farm near Tenterfield in the 
northern NSW tablelands.   As a school boy he be-
friended a local saddler who was known as 'The True 
Tenterfield Saddler' and who also owned the local 
radio dealership.  He taught Doug some basic radio 
principles after the shop closed in the evenings.  
Doug was enthralled by being able to pick up distant 
radio stations after the sun went down.  As he be-
came more knowledgeable he built a crystal set and 
then built a radiogram for his parents. 
 
Like many farmers sons he was sent to a boarding 
school, St Johns Armadale, New South Wales.  Here 
he won a scholarship to Mentone Grammar School 
where he matriculated.  . Doug at the 2014 Christmas break-up 
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OBIT.  DOUG DOWE VK3FDUG cont’d 

Doug got his first job with Standard Telephones and Cables in Sydney assembling and test-
ing radio equipment.  When WW2 broke out he joined the RAAF and was sent to the Radio 
School in Point Cook.  Doug was top of his class he so he was transferred to Richmond 
NSW to learn the new secret radar technology.  By the time he completed the course he was 
a sergeant.  During the war he had postings to various Early Warning sites in Australia, New 
Guinea and Borneo.   
 
After the Japanese surrender Doug served with British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 
to investigate Japanese Radar systems which he believed were inferior to ours and British 
equipment.  (See one story about Doug’s exploits in APC News No 229 Sept Oct 2013). 
Doug continued to serve in the RAAF and was seconded to the US Airforce where he re-
ceived instruction to train others back home in the newest developments in Radar and the 
Ground Control Intercept equipment.    
 
He worked on numerous RADARs and reached the rank of Warrant Officer.  Doug left the 
RAAF in 1960 with highly regarded qualifications.  The CSIRO Division of Atmospheric 
Physics at Aspendale snapped him up for a senior technical officer position.  Here he built 
and continued to develop a specialised atmospheric research RADAR.   After 20 years 
there, he left and formed his own consulting business. 
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OBIT.  DOUG DOWE VK3FDUG cont’d 

When he retired he made time for restoring old gramophones and radios. Doug was a foun-
dation member (number 2) of the Historical Radio Society of Australia and restored many a 
Bakelite radio to its former glory in appearance and working condition.  He was also a mem-
ber of the Australian Historical Telephone Society 
 
Earlier on when Television was first broadcast in Australia he converted about 300 American 
sets to the Australian standards; TVs sets were much cheaper in the US.  He also found 
time to build two Holden station wagons from parts he acquired.   
 
Several years ago at a RAAF RADAR reunion Rolfe Fox (SK and a M&DRC member) sug-
gested that Doug come to the Moorabbin and District radio Club.  Doug had serviced some 
amateur transceivers in the past and the Club had a few WW2 RAAF radio men in it.  At this 
time he also joined the RAOTC and thoroughly enjoyed treading OTN News and attending 
the luncheons. 
 
Doug typically became quite involved and served as vice president of the M&DRC and ob-
tained his own amateur radio licence, VK3FDUG, one of the oldest ever to do so.  He took 
part in many of the Clubs activities including presenting several talks on RADAR and his 
WW2 experiences.  He would often bring in a piece of hardware, usually from a WW2 radar 
set for an impromptu show and tell much to the enjoyment of the members.  He rarely 
missed a meeting or a function. 
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OBIT.  DOUG DOWE VK3FDUG cont’d 

(Editors Note:  see APC News No 239 May June 2015 and No 241 September October for  
recent summaries of two of Doug’s impromptu talks.   We have other unpublished articles 
that I hope we can bring to you) 
 
Doug made a determined effort to keep fit.  He did weight training at home to maintain 
strength and up to 2 years ago he used to swim in the Bay with his wife Sarah.  Their favour-
ite beach was at Timaru in New Zealand. 
 
Doug retained a keen wit, an impish sense of humour and was a logical thinker with exten-
sive knowledge.    He could be very philosophical and spiritual.   He was a man with great 
determination, to the point of being obsessive but he could also be kind and generous. 
 
He is survived by his wife Sarah and children from his first marriage, Robert, John, David, 
Peter and Wendy and four grandchildren. 
 
 Rest quietly old fellow. 
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HOW APC NEWS IS COMPILED 

Most of you are aware the magazine is now in PDF format, ranging from 2 MB to 6 MB in 

size and used A5 landscape format for ease of printing and more importantly full screen view-
ing on a PC. 
 
This article describes how it comes to be. 
 
During the time between issues the editor attempts to put together a collection of articles and 
photos that he thinks would be worth publishing in APC News.  The text is in Word format 
and the photos in JPEG format.  The text is edited to produce a ready to print article.   
 
All pictures are processed.  This involved cropping, readjustment of contrast, adding fill flash 
and color correction until an acceptable outcome is achieved. 
 
When I first took over as editor the magazine was sent out in printed form with portrait format.  
It was put together in MS Word and sent out in PDF format for printing.  Color printing of the 
cover pages was introduced after a while.  When the Club decided to cease hard copy the 
process was rethought. 
 
The Microsoft program Publisher is now used to produce the magazine.  The previous issue 
is updated with the next number and date and saved as a new copy.   
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HOW APC NEWS IS COMPILED cont’d 

This becomes the template for the next issue.  Most of the content is deleted and the skele-
ton saved. 
 
The “fixed” information on the Club is reviewed and edited if required.   
 
A cover picture is selected and another for the inside front cover.   
The lead article is chosen and inserted. 
 
The editorial is written – it is often rewritten after the issue is complete.  The President’s piece 
is edited and pasted into the Publisher template. 
 
Then the rest of the copy is then added in with photographs breaking up the text.   
The layout is conservative but an effort is made to make all contributions look attractive and 
be easy to read.  There is now a deliberate house style which you may not have noticed. 
The last editing action is to compile the index.  This is done manually.  Then “Spell Check” is 
run and any required corrections made. 
 
The editor then reads the whole issue hoping to catch ant errors remaining.  This is not a 
100% accurate process and most issues have a typo or two. 
 
When satisfied the magazine is ready it is saved as a PDF document.  Often the file size is 
over 10 MB.   



 

APC NEWS Number 242 November December 2015                     www.mdrc.org.au Page 36 of 49 

HOW APC NEWS IS COMPILED cont’d 

A PDF file size reduction program is 
run, reducing the number of pixels in 
photo’s etc with a target size of 
around 5 MB.  If the issue has a lot 
of photographs then the file size will 
be a bit bigger. 
 
The intention is that any picture 
should be capable of being zoomed 
to double size without loss of sharp-
ness and preferably x3 with little 
loss of sharpness. 
 
The whole process takes several 
days spread out over several weeks 
but can become a bit hectic as the 
deadline approaches and not all the 
material has come in. 
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AERIALS AND STUFF 

Above A pair of SO239 sockets.  The one on the right has the 

wrong thread and was removed from a new Chinese rig. 

The PL259 and 
SO239 connectors 

The PL259 plug is prob-

ably the most used plug 
amongst radio amateurs, 
yet it is actually not well 
suited for our needs..   
 
Yes they are cheap. 
 
However there are some 
made in Asia that have a 
non-standard thread and 
will not screw tight with a 
standard threaded con-
nector.  Yaesu sets were 
often a problem and now 
some Chinese sets have 
these threads. 
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AERIALS AND STUFF CONT’D 

The worst aspect is that to make proper contact the shell needs to be screwed tight.  The out-
er connection is a press fit .  Over time, the natural effect of temperature variations, shock and 
vibration causes the shell to unscrew.  Even a tenth of a turn can release the shell contact and 
the connection becomes intermittent.  The SWR becomes unstable as does the background 
noise. 
 
So you need to check every three months and nip up the connectors.  Over a year or so they 
can unwind a full turn!. 
 
Type N and BNC connectors have a sliding spring contact for the outer and this makes them 
so much more reliable. 
 
The SO239 plug does not maintain the 50 ohm impedance so is a source of reflection.  This 
becomes significant at 432 MHz and is unacceptable at 1295 MHz.  Type N and BNC connect-
ors do maintain the 50 ohm impedance and can be used to 5 to 8 GHz and with high toleranc-
es and better materials type N can be used to 18 GHz. 
 
The preferred assembly method (for me at least) involves soldering the braid to the shell.  
Many connectors now are not silver plated so you need a 100 W iron to get a good bond.  This 
can heat the shell sufficiently for the dielectric holding the centre pin to go very soft and either  
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AERIALS AND STUFF CONT’D 

the pin moves off centre or 
the material exudes and pre-
vents the connector mating 
properly.   
 
Connectors with a brownish 
insulation are usually fairly 
heat resistant.  Many of the 
others have a low tempera-
ture white plastic that looks 
like Teflon but certainly isn’t. 
 
 

Above:  Adapting thin coax to a PL259 plug.  To prevent shorts from 

stray braid wires a n insulating disc cot from the cote of RG213 is fitted.  

Another sleeve made from the same material is pushed over the outer of 

the thin coax to hold it centrally.  The entry point of the connector is sealed 

with roof and gutter sealant to hold this sleeve in place. 
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AERIALS AND STUFF CONT’D 

 
Are the alternatives trouble free? 
 
No, I’ve had trouble with both N and BNC connectors due to how the braid is held in position.  
It does not like movement and frequent disconnection and reconnection as happened with 
portable operations.  The solution is to use connectors that can be crimped.  These are very 
reliable and what is used by the professionals. 
 
With the increasing numbers of smaller gold plated connectors used on thin coax at microwave 
frequencies comes a new problem for me.  Being able to see what I’m doing and being able to 
solder the connectors tiny centre pin. 
 
Now I understand why there is a company in the USA doing good business selling preassem-
bled cables with coax connectors. 
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there or  

M&DRC MEETINGS, ACTIVITIES AND 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE 

MONTH DATE SPEAKER DATE ACTIVITY 

November 
2015 

13
th 

 
TBA 21 

th
 

 
Informal meeting.  Room and garage 
clean up and natter 

December 
2015 

11th Christmas Party 26 
th
 Boxing Day.  No Meeting planned 

January 
2016 

 No Meeting  Informal meeting.  Room and garage 
clean up and natter 

February  TBA  SOTA Conference 
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VK3RMC Frequencies & Operating Status as at August 2015 
 
Analogue            O/P                        I/P    Pwr                        Status    
 

   2 m        147.325 MHz       147.925 MHz     50 watt    Running. 
              

70 cm             439.375 MHz       434.375 MHz           25 watt  Running (Analog/digital) 
               439.875 MHz       434.875 MHz           25 watt  Running (IRLP enabled) 
  

23 cm           1,273.600 MHz      1,293.600 MHz          TBA   In limbo 
 
  

 
D-star Digital          O/P                        I/P   Pwr                        Status    
 

  2 m                 146.7625 MHz    146.1625 MHz     25 watts          Running (Gateway enabled) 
 

70 cm                438.120  MHz      432.725 MHz       25 watt        Running (Gateway enabled) 
 

23 cm              1,273.950 MHz     1,293.950 MHz       10 watt        Running (Gateway enabled) 
 

23 cm              1,298.100 MHz     1,298.100 MHz      10 watt        Future upgrade 128K data 
 

CLUB REPEATERS STATUS 
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Paying by computer. 

Go to Internet Banking on your computer and select the account from which you want to make the funds trans-

fer.  Do not select a Credit Card Account.  In the “Transfer Money” screen enter the following. 

 1 In the ACCOUNT NAME box to which the funds are to be transferred,  
 enter MOORABBIN AND DISTRICT RADIO CLUB INC  
2 In the BSB box enter the number 033-385 
3 In the ACCOUNT NUMBER box enter the number 77-4955  
4 In the TRANSACTION DETAILS or ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION box enter your name or Call sign in upper-

case. 
5 Email the treasurer to advise of your payment. 

 

Paying by cash over the counter at the bank 

Go to a Westpac bank and fill out a deposit slip as below.  Take this plus the necessary cash to the teller.   

1 In the FOR CREDIT OF  box enter MOORABBIN AND DISTRICT RADIO CLUB INC  
2 In the BSB box enter the number 033-385 
3 In the ACCOUNT NUMBER box enter the number 77-4955  
4 In the TRANSACTION DETAILS or ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION box enter your name or Call sign in upper-

case. 
5 Collect the receipt and email the treasurer to confirm payment. 

NOTE:  Some banks do not accept call signs as a transaction number!  Enter a serial number of your choice and advise the 
Treasurer what you used. 

PAYING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE M&DRC 
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LIKE TO JOIN US AT THE M&DRC? 

 1 Pick a category from the table. 

Schedule of Fees (Annual) Amount 

Joining Fee Nil 

Annual Membership Fee, standard $45.00 

Student, Retiree, Pensioner Annual Membership Fee $40.00 

Family Membership Fee $60.00 

Honorary and Life Members Membership Fee Nil 

  Send your application with cheque† to:  
  The Secretary M&DRC 
  Box 58,  
  Highett,  
  Victoria  
  Australia 3190.       

Membership fees are due 1st July.  Prorata payment for new members in first year 

Or send your membership 

fee by EFT and apply by 

email to : 

vk3apc@wia.org.au 
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The award is gained by working / logging the required number of stations on air.  An excellent 

opportunity is provided by our during our weekly club nets. 

 

 

 

      

  To qualify:   
      VK amateurs have to collect 15 points,  
  non VK amateurs 5 points and   
  shortwave listeners 7 points. 
      

Send your log entries to:  
     The Awards Manager,  
     PO Box 58,  
     Highett,  
     Australia., 3190 
  
  We do ask for a small fee of $3 to cover postage and processing;    
  non VK residents can send 2 IRCs in lieu. 

CLUB AWARD 

The club station VK3APC   5 points 

Club members 1 point 

Life members 3 points 
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FOR CLUB MEMBERS at ALTRONICS and JAYCAR. 
 

Moorabbin and District Radio Club Inc. members can now buy over the counter at Trade prices 
from both Altronics and Jaycar.   When making a purchase ask for Trade Discount and for Al-
tronics quote the Club's Trade account number 32323 and your call sign or for Jaycar quote 
FK000921.  This is NOT a charge account so you use your money. 

Note: Minimum purchase of $20 may apply. 

Check out these companies at their websites.      

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.altronics.com.au   Get your Club photo ID  

 discount card NOW 

 

 

  http://www.jaycar.com.au 

TRADE DISCOUNTS 

http://www.altronics.com.au/
http://www.jaycar.com.au
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 VHF net. 
  Wednesdays:   146.550 MHz FM   
  Starts at 20:00 (local) 

  
 HF net  
  Wednesdays: 3.566 MHz (± QRM) LSB.   
  Starts at 20:30 (local).   
  Note: this is in recess but do feel free to  
  come on and call. 
 

 Drive Time net 
  Week days: 146.550 MHz FM   
  Starts at about 16:40 (local) 
  
 
 Please drop in and join the Nets and catch up on the  
 latest happenings around the Club. 

 

CLUB NETS 

D- STAR repeaters are now 
operational. 

 
For more information 
about D-STAR go to the 
Club’s web page 

www.mdrc.org.au 
click on the link to  
Susan VK3ANZ’s  
Newbies Guide to  
Using D-STAR  

http://www.icomamerica.com/en/products/amateur/dstar/dstar/default.aspx
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 CLUB MEETINGS 
 

Formal Meeting. 
Second Friday night of the 

month, 8:00 PM and  
 

Informal Meeting. 
Fourth Saturday morning of the 

month 10:00 AM 
  

Check the web site and the 

weekly Club nets for the latest 

doings. 

Coffee  Group.    
Every Tuesday morning - 
10:00 AM to 11 AM. 

Retired?  Come along, swap 
yarns, bits of gear and info or 
get helpful advice all with a bis-
cuit and a cuppa. 

 
Visitors are always  

welcome.   
Free disposal items for  

financial members at most 
meetings 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND OFFICE BEARERS 

President:     VACANT 

Vice President:    Lee VK3GK 
Secretary:     Ken VK3KIM           millisk@hotmail.com 

Treasurer:     Brian VK3MCD          bmcderm@tpg.com.au  
Committee members:   Gerard VK3GER 
    Graeme VK3GL 
    Mike VK3FRTM 
Combined Clubs Reps:   Ian VK3IFM and Ken VK3KIM 
Publicity Officer    Noel VK3BMU 
Repeaters    Graeme VK3GL 
Webmaster:    Ken VK3KIM           millisk@hotmail.com 

Museum Officer   Colin VK3UDC 
Speaker schedule    Gerard VK3GER & Ron VK3AFW 
Education and Training  Graeme VK3GL 
Station Officer:    Tony  VK3CAT 
QSL Cards     Denis VK3BGS 
Librarian:     VACANT 
Magazine Editor:   Ron VK3AFW     vk3afw@optusnet.com.au 

Like to join the committee?  Nominate!  The AGM is held in August each year. 

mailto:bmcderm@tpg.com.au

