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APC NEWS 
In This Issue. 
 
Mt Hotham SOTA Weekend 
Equipment for Sale 
Report on SOTA Conference 
Around the World Sailor De-
parts 
VK3ZQ SK 

Above:  Mt Feathertop  as seen from Mt Murray 
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©  All material in this magazine is subject to Australian Copyright Laws.  Contact the editor if you wish to reproduce 
any of the contents. 

Club Secretary Ken 

VK3KIM activating 

the summit of Mt 

Murray on 2 m FM..  

See article on the 

Hotham SOTA 

Weekend.. 
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BUILT SOMETHING? 

BEEN SOMEWHERE? 

Done something 

Interesting? 
Tell the Editor.  He needs materi-
al for the next issue of APC News.  
Please include pictures too. 
Email:  vk3apc@wia.org.au 

 

mailto:vk3apc@wia.org.au
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THE EDITORS DESK - Ron VK3AFW 

The Club Hamfest is coming up in May so maybe now is the time to look 

at some items you can dispose of via the Club table.   
 
Our 2016 speaker schedule isn’t quite firmed up yet but we are working on 
it.  The Clun Rooms were packed for the SOTA Conference yet we struggle 
to get a dozen at Friday night meetings.  The speakers do have interesting 
presentations so we should support them by turning up. 
 
We have a significant obit and some equipment for sale.   
 
Amateur radio lost one of it’s leaders and achievers with the death of Doug 
VK3UM.  Those who attended GippsTech knew him through his presenta-
tions on EME and radio astronomy.  
 
SOTA continues to interest Club members with four being in attendance at 
a high point activation weekend based at Mt Hotham. 
 
Our web page continues to be under review. 

73,  
Ron, VK3AFW 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

It looks like we will coast along to the AGM without a president.  Then what? 

WANTED 

A PRESIDENT 

Will chair committee 

meetings and help plan 

and run Club functions.  

May have had prior con-

victions experience as a 

manager.  May be look-

ing to gain experience as 

a manager. 

If seen apprehend and 

bring to the next commit-

tee meeting. 
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2016 VK3 SOTA CONFERENCE 

The 2016 Annual Melbourne SOTA Conference for 2016 was held at the Club rooms of the 

M&DRC at 33 Turner Rd., Highett on Saturday 13
th
 February.  The room was packed with 

about 25 people in attendance – some heads may not have been counted due to their pres-
ence in the kitchen topping up on tea, coffee or biscuits. 

Presentations began just after 10 AM and concluded just after 1 PM. Here is a very brief sum-
mary.  The full presentations will be posted on the SOTA Australia Yahoo site in due course. 
 
The conference was pitched toward the newcomer to SOTA and QRP field operation.  It was 
good to see that there were some potential new participants in attendance.  Glenn VK3YY got 
the show moving with a comprehensive presentation titled “Introduction to SOTA”.  The basis 
of SOTA as an outdoor radio activity and the general rules were well covered.  Next was a re-
view – “SOTA in VK and VK3 over the Last Year” by Wayne VK3WAM.  Informative as always 
it showed some aspects of SOTA were stabilizing with SSB still being the preferred mode alt-
hough CW operators were well in evidence.  In spite of declining conditions 40 m was the main 
band of choice. 
 
Glenn returned with a neat presentation on some homebrew equipment, notably a 40 m trans-
ceiver weighing no more than 300 g, 5 w out of CW or SSB and drawing no more than 50 mA 
on receive.   
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2016 VK3 SOTA CONFERENCE cont’d 

He also described a lightweight 
10m, 12m 15 m 25 w amplifier 
weighing less than 500 g.  He 
used this with an FT817 to work 
into VK during overseas SOTA ac-
tivations. 
No SOTA activation or chase goes 
well without some computer/phone 
tools.  We were treated to a 
“SOTA Tools Update” by Allen 
VK3ARH.  Knowing who is on and 
where helps both activator and 
chaser. 
 
Next came a discussion by Ron 
VK3AFW on some cheap SOTA 
CW transceivers ($3 to $50) avail-
able in kit form off from China and 
the US, titled ” Boulders, Rocks 
and Rockmites”. Glenn’s  lightweight 25 w triband amplifier 
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2016 VK3 SOTA CONFERENCE 

The newcomer should realize that there is more to a rig, a battery and aerial system required to 
make a successful and safe activation.  Tony VK3CAT made an open presentation titled 
“SOTA Essentials”.  He spoke about trip preparation, getting there, what to carry and expecting 
the unexpected.   It’s about risk reduction. 
 
This year we were privileged to have a member of the SOTA management Team make two 
presentations.   The first was “Mapping for SOTA” and the second “Activating Overseas” both 
by Andrew VK3ARR.  Andrew explained how a new SOTA Association is mapped with the new 
Association Manager being provided with a list of candidate peaks for checking.   We were giv-
en an overview of the automated technique used to make the selection.  Andrew’s tales of SO-
TA activations attached to business trips are never boring and he had some useful tips for in-
tending travelers. 
 
Some show and tell items included a new SDR transceiver, 3—30 MHz, 10 W demonstrated by 
Peter VK3PF, another VK3YE special 40 m receiver without coils.  The BBQ sausages expertly 
cooked by Tony VK3CAT did not last very long. 
 
A number of interesting discussions took place over the next couple of hours with people grad-
ually heading for home. 
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OBIT Ray VK3ZQ   

Raymond (Ray) Charles Rutledge.  VK3ZQ.   
B 8 Jan 1929, D 21 Jan 2016 aged 87. 
 

The following draws heavily on material in the eulogy delivered by 

Bruce Bathols VK3UV. 
 
Ray met his wife Wilma in 1948 at a church social function, and they 
were married on 18

th
 October 1952 at the Congregational Church in 

Grange Road, Glenhuntly. They had  three children Colin, Neil and 
his daughter Faye.  There are two grand children Stephen and Cris-
tie, and three great-grand children Madison, Juliet and Hanna. 
 
He was born in Deepdene and raised in Glenhuntly, where he at-
tended Glenhuntly Primary School, then completed his secondary 

education at Caulfield Technical School.  Ray did not gain any major tertiary qualification, but 
did attend some night school classes in the earlier years. He obtained his electronics 
knowledge from Caulfield Tech, his home based hobby interests and experience on the job. In 
those days it was not necessary to have formal qualifications, just an ability to do the job 
properly and efficiently. 
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OBIT Ray VK3ZQ  cont’d 

Those who knew Ray were aware of his strong 
theoretical knowledge as befits a professional en-
gineer. 
 
Ray obtained his Amateur Radio licence in the mid 
forties when he was a teenager, and was allocated 
the call sign VK3ZQ, which he held right up to the 
day he passed away. 
 
After leaving school, Ray went to work at Veall's 
Electrical in 1945, where he worked in the work-
shop and did repairs on some of the electronic 
equipment. 
 
In 1946 he went to Radio Corporation, and remained there until 1950, when he moved to Aus-
tralian Sound until 1955.  He next worked at Telesonics for 12 months, then in early 1956 went 
back to Radio Corporation with the advent of television.  Radio Corp was rebadges as  Astor 
and their 17 inch TV sets were very popular. 
 
Ray's interest and focus was for many years in Television, and he stayed with Astor (who were 
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OBIT Ray VK3ZQ  cont’d 

acquired by  Phillips) until he retired on 31
st
 October 1987. 

 
Upon marriage he and Wilma moved to Highett in 1952, where they stayed until they moved to 
the retirement centre in Sandringham in 2013.   
 
Ray was good at problem solving and making thinsg work.  In 1975 he was sent to Singapore 
by Philips for a short time. 
 
He was fastidious about sound and quality.  He designed, built and learned to play a fine elec-
tronic organ.  See articles in APC News number 223 Sept Oct 2012 
 
Ray's main interest was in electronics, and although deeply involved in the technical facets he 
was always a very dedicated family man. 
 
When Ray retired, he and Wilma went on several overseas trips. Their first trip was to Switzer-
land, then they visited Europe, England, Scotland and Canada over the next few years.  Wilma 
did all the organizing for these journeys.  Ray was more than happy for his wife to deal with 
these things. He used to say he was good at earning and she was good at managing.  
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OBIT Ray VK3ZQ  cont’d 

Ray encouraged others to become  Amateur Radio operators and one of these was Bruce 
Bathols VK3UV who presided over the celebration of Rays life. 
 
Ray established a well appointed Amateur Radio Station at the family home in Highett, and 
was a long respected member of the Moorabbin and District Radio Club.  He was involved in 
the running of the Club for a time.   
 
At times he could seem impatient and when others were rambling at a meeting his favourite 
saying was “Moving on..”. 
 
Ray’s interests included photography and his photos of the last lunar eclipse were published in 
APC news 233. Prior to that he frequently made videos of guest speakers at our meetings.  He 
attended almost every activity the Club mounted.  After his retirement he was a regular attend-
er of the Tuesday mornings coffee group. 
 
Although his transceivers were factory built, Ray continued to build equipment, mainly test 
equipment such as a Q-meter and dip oscillator and an rf bridge. 
 
During the past two years, after they had moved into the Retirement Centre, Ray had to dis-
pose of most of his radio equipment.   
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OBIT Ray VK3ZQ  cont’d 

With the help of Ian VK3IX he set up a 2 m station at the centre which meant he wasn’t com-
pletely off the air. 
 
By the middle of 2015 Ray was not able to get around too much without the assistance of a 
mobility scooter. He went everywhere on it, and even visited one of his radio mates in Brighton. 
He was also keen to travel to the Moorabbin Radio Club on it, but his health had deteriorated 
so much that he was not able to. 
 
Ray’s friends noticed him mellowing in his last years as the result of a number of strokes but at 
times we had glimpses of his sharp and enquiring mind.   
 
He was a significant part of Australia’s radio and TV manufacturing industry and some of that 
history has now gone.  However it is the man himself who is missed by his friends. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND 

Towards the end of 2015 Club Treasurer Brian VK3MCD suggested a weekend at Mt 

Hotham for SOTA activators.  He had a very enthusiastic response so plans were set for stay-
ing at a ski lodge with evening meals provided and the makings available for breakfast and 
lunches.  
 

A team of activators descended on the lodge on Friday 19th February including Club members 
Tony VK3CAT and XYL Nan, Ron VK3AFW and XYL Ruth, Ken VK3KIM and daughter Shan-
tel.  Brian and XYL Kathy prepared the evening meals for Friday and Saturday. 
 

Ron teamed up with Rob VK3QR and Ken with Compton VK2HRX to form a two vehicle team 
for Saturday’s proceedings. 
 

After an early breakfast the teams departed.  In out group the summits activated were:  Mt 
Phipps, Mt Birregun, Mt Baldhead, Mt Delusion and Mt Hotham. 
 

The latter included a wine and nibbles get together as the sun set.  Mist was blowing in as the 
last activators headed back to the lodge. 
 

On Sunday Mike accompanied Rob and Ron with his own vehicle.  Compton had been requisi-
tioned by others.  Peaks activated were Mt Murray, The Knocker, Sam Hill and Mt Livingstone.  
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Mt Phipps  
.  The cloud had 
settled over the 
ranges so there 
was no view.  
Rob VK2QR is 
fixing his squid 
pole to a conven-
ient post.  Ken 
VK3KIM and 
Compton 
VK2HRX in the 
background. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Left:  The view would have been wonderful but….. 
Rob and Ken setting up the HF dipole.. 
 
Below: En-route to Mt Baldhead Rob became stuck in 
a mud pond.  Compton did the rescue. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Above:  Ken, Compton and Rob at a bush hut . 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Left:  Ken and Rob 
setting at on Mt 
Delusion. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Left:  Enjoying 
drinks and nibbles.  
Half of the blokes 
were trying to work 
Europe on 20 m or 
each other on 2 
m.. 
 
Left to Right 
Ruth, Adan 
VK1FJAW. Rob 
VK2QR, Brian 
VK3MCD, Amanda 
and Allen 
VK3ARH. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Right:  Set up on Sam 
Hill.  Ken is in the cen-
tre and Rob in the 
shade on the right. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND cont’d 

Right:  The view from 
Mt Livingston next to 
the Air Services VOR 
system.. 
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MT HOTHAM SOTA WEEKEND 

In the afternoon some folk headed home while others kept activating.  That evening the group 
adjourned to a hotel at Dinner Plain for a well earned meal and a natter which continued back 
at the lodge. 
 
After a more leisurely start the activators header for home, some continuing to activate peaks 
as they went. 
 
A good time was had by all. 
 
Further reading on the weekend can be found at::   
https://vk3cat.wordpress.com/2016/03/06/hotham-highlights/ 
 
https://vk3pf.wordpress.com/2016/02/24/mount-hotham-sota-weekend-the-lead-up/ 
 
https://vk3yy.wordpress.com/2016/02/22/mt-hotham-sota-gathering/ 
 
https://vk3hra.wordpress.com/2016/02/29/hotham-weekend-20022016/ 
 
All who attended heartily thank Kathy and Brian for their hard work in setting up the enent and 
feeding the horde. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 
The following equipment is offered to financial members—make an offer.  It is the residue of 
Ray VK3ZQ’s estate. 
Icom IC2A hand held radio with 2 year old batter pack. 
 

2 m dip oscillator. 
 
IC22A 2 m FM transceiver.  Museum? 
 
Revex model L20 dummy load. 
 
2 off telescopic whip antennas on PL259 connectors.  Ideal for listening to 2 m and aircraft 
band. 
 
Yaesu VX5T hand held FM transceiver with manual. 
 
Kenwood TS711A 2m all mode 25 w transceiver with manual. 
 
Magnetic car roof mountable 2 m whip home brew. 
 
Two position heavy duty coax switch model D-5200, PL259 connectors. 
 
Shoebox of miscellaneous adaptors and rf connectors 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE cont’d 

Some additional items from our garage are also available.  Offers invited: 
 
12x12 AUTO tent – canvas, with poles, pegs & ground mat 

Ericsson 48v/50A rectifier for batt. Charging 

2 Drawer card file – metal 

4 drawer card file – metal. 

 

Free to financial members: 

Old Data books ( 

3x Freeview DVB Digital Boxes 

Box video cables 

Box serial cables 
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TODAY QUEENSCLIFFE<  

TOMORROW THE WORLD 

Jacque Hope (red shirt) on board her yacht Shanti just before sailing to Queenscliffe on the first leg of 
her around the world trip.  Jacque has been a frequent visitor at the Club on Tuesdays.  Photo VK3CEK 
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COMMING EVENTS 

March 19—20th John Moyle Field Day 

April 2nd ARV Homebrew Construction Group 

May 7th ARV Homebrew Construction Group 

May  ARV AGM 

May 7th M&DRC Hamfest 

July 16th GGREC Hamfest 
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there or  

M&DRC MEETINGS, ACTIVITIES AND 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE 

MONTH DATE SPEAKER DATE ACTIVITY 

March 2016 Friday 
11th 

APRS in action. 
Gerard VK3GER 

Saturday 
26th  

No meeting—Easter 

April Friday 
8

th
 

Restoring old photographs 
Ian VK3IFM (TBC) 

Saturday 
23rd

h
 

Informal meeting.  Cleaning. 

May Friday  
13th 

TBA Saturday  
28th 

Informal meeting.  Cleaning. 

June Friday 
10th   

TBA Saturday  
25th 

Informal meeting.  Cleaning. 
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FOR CLUB MEMBERS at ALTRONICS and JAYCAR. 
 

Moorabbin and District Radio Club Inc. members can now buy over the counter at Trade prices 
from both Altronics and Jaycar.   When making a purchase ask for Trade Discount and for Al-
tronics quote the Club's Trade account number 32323 and your call sign or for Jaycar quote 
FK000921.  This is NOT a charge account so you use your money. 

Note: Minimum purchase of $20 may apply. 

Check out these companies at their websites.      

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.altronics.com.au   Get your Club photo ID  

 discount card NOW 

 

 

  http://www.jaycar.com.au 

TRADE DISCOUNTS 

http://www.altronics.com.au/
http://www.jaycar.com.au
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 VHF net. 
  Wednesdays:   146.550 MHz FM   
  Starts at 20:00 (local) 

  
 HF net  
  Wednesdays: 3.566 MHz (± QRM) LSB.   
  Starts at 20:30 (local).   
  Note: this is in recess but do feel free to  
  come on and call. 
 

 Drive Time net 
  Week days: 146.550 MHz FM   
  Starts at about 16:40 (local) 
  
 
 Please drop in and join the Nets and catch up on the  
 latest happenings around the Club. 

 

CLUB NETS 

D- STAR repeaters are now 
operational. 

 
For more information 
about D-STAR go to the 
Club’s web page 

www.mdrc.org.au 
click on the link to  
Susan VK3ANZ’s  
Newbies Guide to  
Using D-STAR  

http://www.icomamerica.com/en/products/amateur/dstar/dstar/default.aspx
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 CLUB MEETINGS 
 

Formal Meeting. 
Second Friday night of the 

month, 8:00 PM and  
 

Informal Meeting. 
Fourth Saturday morning of the 

month 10:00 AM 
  

Check the web site and the 

weekly Club nets for the latest 

doings. 

Coffee  Group.    
Every Tuesday morning - 
10:00 AM to 11 AM. 

Retired?  Come along, swap 
yarns, bits of gear and info or 
get helpful advice all with a bis-
cuit and a cuppa. 

 
Visitors are always  

welcome.   
Free disposal items for  

financial members at most 
meetings 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND OFFICE BEARERS 

President:     VACANT 

Vice President:    Lee VK3GK 
Secretary:     Ken VK3KIM           millisk@hotmail.com 

Treasurer:     Brian VK3MCD          bmcderm@tpg.com.au  
Committee members:   Gerard VK3GER 
    Graeme VK3GL 
    Mike VK3FRTM 
Combined Clubs Reps:   Ian VK3IFM and Ken VK3KIM 
Publicity Officer    Noel VK3BMU 
Repeaters    Graeme VK3GL 
Webmaster:    Ken VK3KIM           millisk@hotmail.com 

Museum Officer   Colin VK3UDC 
Speaker schedule    Gerard VK3GER & Ron VK3AFW 
Education and Training  Graeme VK3GL 
Station Officer:    Tony  VK3CAT 
QSL Cards     Denis VK3BGS 
Librarian:     VACANT 
Magazine Editor:   Ron VK3AFW     vk3afw@optusnet.com.au 

Like to join the committee?  Nominate!  The AGM is held in August each year. 

mailto:bmcderm@tpg.com.au

